Catherine 'Kathy' L. Bellott
January 6, 1949 - November 6, 2018

Bloomington - Catherine "Kathy" L. Bellott, 69, of Bloomington, passed away on Tuesday,
November 6, 2018 at OSF Richard L. Owens Hospice Home in Peoria.
Kathy was born on January 6, 1949 in Oglesby, Illinois, a daughter to Bernard J. and
Lucille C. White Bellott.
Surviving is her daughter, Dee (Xan) Flink of Chicago; siblings, Barb (Jim) Faber of St.
Louis, MO, Barry (Sheila) Bellott of Aurora and Julie (Scott) Dunkin of Charlotte, NC; and
grandchildren, Joseph, Elliot and Freya.
She was preceded in death by her parents and a brother, Joe Bellott.
Kathy was raised in Streator, Illinois. She received her Bachelors degree from Southern
Illinois University in education and her Masters degree from Illinois State University. She
taught high school business classes for 35 years in Streator, Wenona, Bloomington, and
Peoria school districts.
After retiring she was active and involved in many activities with her friends and church
family of St. Patrick’s Catholic Church of Merna for 20 years. Kathy served on the Family
Life Ministry Team, volunteered in the Youth Ministry, Religious Education Program,
Ministry of Mom Sharing and Cursillio.
Kathy treasured and was devoted to her faith and it served as an anchor for her life.
Her family would like to thank her friends from Faith in Action, especially Kathy Hopper
and Ricardo Baez for their loving care and assistance. They would also like to extend their
heartfelt thanks to Marjorie Kauth and Geralyn and Joe Miskulin for their love and support.
Her Funeral Mass will be at 11:00 a.m. on Monday, November 12, 2018 at St. Patrick’s
Catholic Church of Merna in Bloomington with Fr. Michael Picca officiating. Visitation will
be from 9:00 - 11:00 a.m. prior to mass at the church. Kibler-Brady-Ruestman Memorial
Home in Bloomington is assisting the family with arrangements.
In lieu of flowers, the family would like memorials to be directed to Westminster Village
Foundation.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Kibler-Brady-Ruestman Memorial Home - November 09, 2018 at 02:18 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Kathy's passing. She was a good teacher, and she has left too
soon.
May your happy memories and God's grace bring you comfort.
Mary Howard (WHS)

Mary Howard - November 15, 2018 at 06:55 PM

“

I was a high school student at Wenona High School in the 1970s and was in several
of Kathy's classes. She was a consummate professional and took her role as an
educator very seriously. She helped me see the possibilities ahead and provided me
with opportunities and encouragement. It's not an overstatement to say that she
changed the trajectory of my life...as she did for many of her students. More recently
I had dinner with her at Westminster Village and in spite of her health challenges she
maintained a spirit and vigor for life; by her own example she was still educating and
advocating.
I know her family must be sad but I hope the memories will help heal the sadness.

Dave Bentlin - November 12, 2018 at 08:58 AM

“

So sorry to hear that Kathy has passed. We went the SHS together and were best
friends. We had a lot of fun and she was always smiling. We saw quite a lot of each
other when she was living in Streator. However, only cards and a few letters once
she moved. She was a great teacher and her students were lucky to have her. She
always brought our daughter (Melissa) educational gifts. She said she couldn't help
it. Melissa loved all her gifts. They may have been educational but they were also
fun. I have nothing but fond memories of her. My deepest sympathy to her family.
Especially her daughter who was her life.
Mary Grace (Dimmig) McEndree

Mary Grace McEndree - November 12, 2018 at 08:46 AM

“

Hi. This is Shirley Eckel. My maiden name was James and I grew up with Cathy in
our neighborhood on Stanton st. Spent lot of time at her house. My brother Mike was
friends with Joe. I am sorry for Cathys loss. Sounded like she kept busy in her work
life and since retirement. Lovely picture in the pantograph. Prayers for her family.

Shirley (James) Eckel - November 11, 2018 at 07:25 PM

“

7 files added to the album LifeTributes

Kibler-Brady-Ruestman Memorial Home - November 10, 2018 at 03:00 PM

“

79 files added to the album LifeTributes

Kibler-Brady-Ruestman Memorial Home - November 09, 2018 at 01:15 PM

“

Kathy was a consummate educator, always looking out for what was best for her
students. She faced her illnesses with bravery, determined to continue her life as
best she could. Her cheerfulness in spite of adversity raises the question, why is it
that those with the most to complain about do the least complaining?
My heartfelt sympathy to her family.
She will be missed at our Wenona Teachers' lunch table.
John Steele

John Steele - November 08, 2018 at 12:41 PM

“

Feeling thankful for our friendship while at Wenona and thereafter. Many great
memories: Bullheads, Mona’s for their Delicato’s, seeing who would get the first
parking spot in the school lot (her white/red pinto), introducing us to Bagna Cauda,
laughing at her not wanting to celebrate her birthday in January (July instead) and
many more! Thankful for our years of friendship and knowing that she is no longer
suffering!
Condolences to Dee and family and her siblings. Keeping you all in my thoughts and
prayers at this difficult time.

Pat Flecker - November 08, 2018 at 09:55 AM

