Charles G. "Charlie" McCarthy
February 5, 1933 - April 10, 2019

Charles George McCarthy, 86, was a huge man, but his height was dwarfed by the size of
his heart. Unwaveringly loyal to family and friends, he was loved and adored. Charlie
passed peacefully from this life on April 10, 2019 at Heritage Health of Normal.
Born in Chicago, February 5, 1933, Charlie was preceded in death by his mother
Wilhelmina (Warkenthien) McCarthy, father, Charles E. McCarthy and only sibling, Arlette
Miller.
He is survived by his wife, Dorothy of 62 years, daughters Erin Trnka (Curt) of Brandon,
FL. and Tracy Harper (Greg) of Walhalla, ND. and son Mike McCarthy (Rita) of Morton, IL.
and seven grandchildren.
Charlie attended the University of Colorado, Boulder, on a football scholarship. With the
ongoing war in Korea, he left college and joined the Marines following his sophomore year
where he served in the infantry from 1952 to 1955.
After discharge from the service, Charlie graduated from the Illinois State Police Academy,
joining the force in November of 1955. Soon after his assignment to District 6 in Pontiac,
he met Dorothy Davis. Never being one to rush into things, he asked her to marry him two
weeks later. Chuck and Dode wed on September 15, 1956, built a home in Fairbury,
Illinois and started a family.
During the political unrest of the 1960’s Charlie received advanced instruction in riot
control and mob violence, becoming a subject-matter expert. He taught at the ISP
Academy in Springfield and was involved in the 1968 Chicago Democratic Convention and
riots in Cairo, Illinois. His leadership skills and riot control knowledge and experience
served him well later in his career as Incident Commander quelling the 1978 Pontiac
prison riot.
Relocating his family to Bloomington in 1971, Charlie used his veteran’s benefits and

received a Bachelor’s of Science in Sociology from Illinois Wesleyan University in 1973.
Promoted to lieutenant in November 1975, he was assigned to ISP District 15 in Oak
Brook, IL. Promoted to Captain in 1977, Charlie took command of District 15 where he
was responsible for the Illinois Toll Road near Chicago. Charlie completed his career
serving as District 6, Pontiac. Commander and retired in December 1987 with 35 years of
service.
Following retirement, he and Dode built a home in the shadow of the Collegiate Peaks
near Nathrop, Colorado where they spent their summers until 2012.
A public Celebration of Life will be held Monday, April 15, from 5:00 – 8:00 p.m. at
Lakeside Country Club in Bloomington. Kibler-Brady-Ruestman Memorial Home in
Bloomington is assisting the family with arrangements.
In lieu of flowers, Charlie would have appreciated any donation to the Illinois State Police
Heritage Foundation http://www.isphf.org/donations/ or the Semper Fi Fund for Wounded
Marines https://semperfifund.org/
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Comments

“

Charlie was friends with my dad, Gene Hood in the State Police. He would often
come to our house in Springfield. He would tease me a lot as a kid. Very fond
memories. Sorry for your loss. Great career!

Dave Hood - May 13, 2019 at 02:58 PM

“

“

Dave, Thanks so much for your note. My father always held your father in high regard.
Michael McCarthy - February 20 at 05:00 AM

Dorothy...Sorry to hear of Chuck’s passing. We shared some awesome experiences
together. He was a good man.
Henry J Eppel

Henry J Eppel - April 20, 2019 at 10:51 AM

“

Thanks for your note, Hank! After being in the nursing home for 5+ years, it was 'Dad's
time' to go. he lived a full life and died peacefully late on Wednesday just before 11pm (10
April). - Mike (his son)
MIKE MCCARTHY - April 22, 2019 at 03:40 PM

“

Charlie McCarthy was one of a kind. He was loved and respected by all. He had an
infectious laugh. He was a man that my Father, Jim McGuire thought of as a great
friend. I am sure the two of you are sitting up in heaven and having a great laugh.
RIP
Susan McGuire

Susan McGuire - April 19, 2019 at 09:15 PM

“

Thank You, Susan! Yes, my Dad spoke fondly of your Dad. Frankly, had he not grabbed my
Dad and mentored him, he possibly would have spent his career on 3rd shift patrol. Yes, I
can only assume that Jim and Dad are having a cold one and laughing at us down here.
Thanks again.
MIKE MCCARTHY - April 22, 2019 at 03:42 PM

“

“

Again, my sincere condolences. Your Dad was a great man.
Susan McGuire - June 15, 2019 at 12:42 PM

Mike and family. So very sorry to hear about your dad’s passing. He sounded like an
amazing man!!! Praying your are feeling support and comfort from your faith and
families and hoping good memories bring warmth to your heart. With sympathy. Bill
and Cindy Fischer

bill and cindy fischer - April 17, 2019 at 12:35 PM

“

I am a retired pharmacist and knew Charlie when I worked at Nierstheimer Drug on
Main Street. Charlie was a good friend of the owner, Ivan Johnson so he came in the
store a lot. I really enjoyed knowing him. Truly one of life's memorable characters! My
deepest sympathy to his family. He will surely be missed a great deal.
Sally Rudolph

Sally L Rudolph - April 15, 2019 at 05:33 PM

“

Sally, thanks for your kind note. Yes, I recall my days working with you and 'Mr. Johnson'
there at Nierstheimers! What a great life experience for me working there. I'd love to talk to
you and catch up. - Mike
MIKE MCCARTHY - April 22, 2019 at 03:46 PM

“

Today and always, may loving memories bring you peace, comfort, and strength. Our
deepest sympathy. Military Officers Association of America Chapter IL09

CAPT Robert Yonker - April 15, 2019 at 12:22 PM

“

Thoughts and prayers to the family!!!

Bob and Dee McCarty - April 15, 2019 at 12:17 PM

“

“

Thanks for your note, Bob and Dee. Are we related? - Mike
MIKE MCCARTHY - April 22, 2019 at 03:47 PM

Dear Mike and Family. Our prayers are with you at the loss of your father.Mike , you
should be very proud of your father and his accomplishment as we all our very proud
of all the things you and your family have done for so many.

Dean and Carol Hild - April 15, 2019 at 12:08 PM

“

Thanks Dean and Carol for your kind note. - Mike
MIKE MCCARTHY - April 22, 2019 at 03:48 PM

“

Captain McCarthy was always there when I needed him during turbulent times when
I was mayor of Normal in the 70s and 80s. He was there when I needed outside
professional advice on critical situations. And when I thought we might need him and
his officers and another source of aid was denied, it was Charlie who called and said,
"If you need me, I'll be there." I always called him Captain and that is how I will
remember him. Always there!

Richard Godfrey - April 13, 2019 at 04:57 PM

“

Mayor Godfrey,
yes, that was the kind of guy my Dad was. To borrow the saying Gen Jim Matis coined
while commanding the 1st Marine Division, 'No greater friend, no worse enemy.' - Mike
McCarthy
MIKE MCCARTHY - April 22, 2019 at 03:49 PM

“

So sorry for you loss! I first met Charlie at Illinois Wesleyan. I was sitting in Dr.
Pape's sociology class, when I felt this presence behind me. I turned around and
here was this very tall man dressed in his State Trooper's uniform. I immediately
thought: What did I do now! Charlie proceeded to sit down at the desk behind me
and started up a conversation. That conversation led to a number of them over the
years. We would laugh about that day we first met in the years to come Couldn't find
a better person! Will miss him!
Michael Rust

Michael Rust - April 13, 2019 at 11:49 AM

“

Elizabeth McCain lit a candle in memory of Charles G. "Charlie" McCarthy

Elizabeth McCain - April 13, 2019 at 10:54 AM

“

Dode and family: my deepest sympathies for the passing of Charlie. I so much
enjoyed running into Charlie on occasion and sharing a beer and a chat. What a
tremendous loss but oh the memories you all have...Betty McCain

Elizabeth McCain - April 13, 2019 at 10:53 AM

“

He was a State Policeman with my Father (Jim Jeffers) in the 1960's and would visit
our house and he was always a great guy to be around. Took me to a University of
Illinois Football Game one time. I am so sorry for your loss....Bo Jeffers

Bo Jeffers - April 13, 2019 at 08:50 AM

“

Mike and Family,
We're so very sorry for your loss. It's apparent that honor and service run in your
family. May God bless and comfort you during this difficult time. John and Marge
Zdanowski

M Zdanowski - April 13, 2019 at 12:38 AM

