Christine Sterner Kubiak
June 4, 1951 - July 7, 2020

Christine Sterner Kubiak, 69, died July 7, 2020 peacefully in her home surrounded by her
family in Bloomington, IL, after a three-year battle with ALS (Bulbar). Her memorial service
will be held at St. Luke Union Church in Bloomington on Saturday July 11th at 2:00 pm.
Ashes will be interred in the family plot at the Watsontown, PA cemetery at a later date.
Mrs. Kubiak was born June 4, 1951, in Danville, Pennsylvania. She was the daughter of
Charlotte and George Sterner of Dewart, PA who preceded her in death.
She attended Maryville College, Tennessee (BA), University of Tennessee (MLS) and
Carnegie Melon University (Masters of Musicology). She pursued a career in librarianship
at Milner Library, Illinois State University as a beloved Music, Theater and
Communications Librarian and Head of the Learning Resources Center until her
retirement in 2011.
Christine married Matthew Kubiak on September 9, 1984. They have one son, Andrew
and one daughter, Caroline.
Mrs. Kubiak never let her ALS diagnosis stop her from living life to the fullest. She was a
devoted concert, museum, cathedral and opera enthusiast, avid reader, piano player and
traveler. She showered anyone who crossed her path with kindness, love, and
acceptance. She will be remembered as a thoughtful and compassionate soul.
She is survived by her husband and children, two sisters, a niece and nephews, and many
great nieces and nephews. In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the Chicago
chapter of the ALS association and Planned Parenthood.
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St. Luke Union Church
2101 E Washington Street, Bloomington, IL, US, 61701

Comments

“

My deepest condolences to Mathew, Andy, Carrie and all of Christine's family. I will
miss her playing piano for me and always lending an ear for me.i will miss your smile,
kindness, and most of all our friendship. Rip my friend. I'm so sorry I couldn't attend
but your spirt will be with me always.

Kim Sutton - July 24 at 12:21 AM

“

My deep condolences on Christine's passing. She was a great person to work with at
Milner Library. I remember co-teaching a Foundations of Inquiry course at ISU with
her and Dane Ward - it's hard to believe they are both gone now in the same week. I
also remember seeing her out at Park 2 Park races on the 4th of July to cheer Andy
on.

Chad Buckley - July 13 at 10:36 AM

“

I am sorry that I could not be with you today to celebrate this great lady. She always
made me smile. That gentleness about her was lovely. I loved her spunk too. Andy,
Carrie and Matt you have my deepest sympathy. I am so glad we had those great
years together. You are a special family.
~Rita Hensley~

Rita Hensley - July 11 at 03:42 PM

“

my sincerest condolences to the family. christine was always great to work with when
she was music librarian at milner. she will be missed.

Angelo Favis - July 11 at 03:21 PM

“

So many memories of Christine, but the word that always comes to mind when I think
of her is “classy.” She had this innate sense of style and pulled off entertaining with
such grace and elegance, and she was never “stuffy.” She was a beloved and
generous colleague and friend. I miss her “can do spirit” and talents so much! Love
to you all - Matthew, Andy & Carrie + to the extended Sterner and Kubiak families.

Julie Derden - July 11 at 01:05 PM

“

Matt, Andy, and Carrie,
I am so sorry for your loss. Christine was such a wonderful person. My heart is full of
warm memories.
Jim

Jim Kalmbach - July 11 at 12:29 PM

“

We've known the Kubiaks for many years as neighbors on White Place, and
remember Christine as kind, welcoming, and having a ready laugh and smile. She
truly lived life to the fullest. Our thoughts are with her family, always her first love.
Ethan and Nancy Evans

Ethan and Nancy Evans - July 11 at 09:45 AM

“

Christine was a second mother to many of Andy and Carrie's friends, including
myself. I have so many fond memories of times spent with her and the Kubiak family
but have especially cherished being able to meet her and Matthew for dinners or
performances during their many trips to Chicago over the past few years. And, her
Christmas parties (and homemade eggnog!) were always the highlight of a visit
home to Bloomington. She was truly one of the kindest people I have ever met and
could always be counted on to live life to the fullest, even these past few years.
"Mama Kubs" -- you made all of our lives brighter, and we will miss you very, very
much. Much love to the entire Kubiak family.

Joshua Blair - July 10 at 07:09 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Stan Kerr - July 10 at 04:20 PM

“

“

Perpetrators of another wonderful Christmas party!
Stan - July 10 at 04:24 PM

We will always remember the wonderful Christmas parties Christine and Matthew put
together with Andrew and Caroline. The candles! Generous food, good company,
fine drinks, an enormous tree and caroling up and down the street or just around the
piano. What a good soul Christine was; we are privileged to have known her.

Stan Kerr & Bruce Stoffel - July 10 at 04:02 PM

“

Matthew, I'm so sorry for your loss. I will hold you and your family in my prayers.
Sue Anderson

Sue Anderson - July 10 at 02:05 PM

“

Chris was the most kind and generous person I know. She threw marvelous parties. I
have so many fond memories of times we spent together, holidays at her house,
singing around the piano, fabulous food.

Colleen Esch - July 10 at 11:50 AM

“

Christine was the first librarian I was scheduled to work the desk with as a newlyminted librarian at Milner. She was kind, thoughtful, considerate and generous with
her patience and expertise. There are few like her. None better will come after.
My sincere and heartfelt condolences to her family.

Jean MacDonald - July 10 at 11:47 AM

“

I am so very saddened to learn of Christine’s passing.My sincere sympathies to
Matthew, Andy and Caroline. I will forever cherish many warm memories, especially
of Christmas caroling through Whites Place! Bless you, dear soul. Rest In Peace.
Tricia Stiller

Tricia Stiller - July 10 at 11:15 AM

“

To the Kubiak family,
I am so sorry for your loss. I remember coming to your house for high school cross
country pasta parties every Friday night. What a fun time! Christine cooked up
multiple huge bowls of pasta with every sauce imaginable and of course we had
garlic bread and desserts. All the athletes would play spoons or cards, have dance
parties, or watch humorous TV shows until we eventually got kicked out so we could
get our sleep for the race the next day. Matthew and Christine were such gracious
hosts and supportive parents to all of us. My thoughts and prayers are with you all
through this difficult time.
Libby Dierkes (Geison)

Libby Dierkes - July 10 at 10:51 AM

“

Christine was always such a wonderful volunteer for Bent elementary. She has a
wonderful family with all of them being so kind to others. It’s strange how the world
turns. I now live in Maryville TN and pass the college at least weekly with UT just up
the highway. Christine lived life to the fullest
Vickie Slagell

Vickie Slagell - July 10 at 07:55 AM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Christine Sterner Kubiak.

July 10 at 06:33 AM

“

A kind and gentle person and best friend to my mother, Susan Sterner. We will all
miss our Aunt Chrissy.

Len Czarnecki - July 10 at 06:24 AM

“

We worked together a short while at Milner Library. Christine was so cheerful and full
of enthusiasm and energy. It was a joy to be in her presence. My condolences to her
family on the loss of a wonderful woman.

Jill Timbers - July 09 at 10:34 PM

“

Growing up with Christine’s son, I remember Christine always being warm and
welcoming. The love and care she and Matthew showed their children was extended
to me and the other kids in the neighborhood. With love, Chris.

Chris - July 09 at 09:56 PM

“

My condolences to the family. I grew up in Dewart with Chrissie. Linda Robbins
Losch

Linda Losch - July 09 at 07:08 PM

