Donald D. McGillivray
August 28, 1928 - November 14, 2018

Donald D. "Don" McGillivray, 90, of Boerne, Texas, formerly of Bloomington, passed away
November 14, 2018 at his retirement community, Morningside Ministries at Menger
Springs, in Boerne, Texas.
His memorial service will be at 10:30 a.m. on Saturday, May 18, 2019 at Kibler-BradyRuestman Memorial Home in Bloomington. Visitation will be from 9:00-10:30 a.m. prior to
services at the memorial home.
Inurnment will be in Funks Grove Cemetery in McLean, Illinois. Memorials may be
directed to Illinois Agricultural Leadership Foundation, 402 N. Hershey Road,
Bloomington, IL, 61704.
Don was born on August 28, 1928 in Muscatine, Iowa, the only child of Walter Clark and
Pearl Elizabeth Potter McGillivray_. He married Betty Jo Anderson on June 24, 1951 in
Muscatine, Iowa.
Surviving is his loving wife of 67 years, Betty McGillivray of Boerne, TX; two daughters,
Ann (Tim) Barsch of Fredericksburg, Texas and Jean (Doug) Pitts of Glen Mills,
Pennsylvania; four grandchildren and three great grandchildren.
He was preceded in death by his parents.
Don grew up on a farm near Muscatine, Iowa and attended a one room country school
through the eighth grade. He attended and graduated from Muscatine High School where
he was a member and held offices in both 4-H and FFA, receiving the State Farmer
Degree in 1946. He graduated from Iowa State University in 1950 with a Bachelor of
Science Degree in Agronomy.
Upon graduation, Don joined Funk Seeds International as a production supervisor at the
company’s Belle Plaine, Iowa operations. After serving two years in the United States
Army from 1951-1953, he returned to Funk Seeds as a plant breeder, a position he held
for seven years. Don later became assistant manager and then manager of Funk’s IowaMinnesota-Wisconsin operations before transferring to Bloomington, Illinois in 1970 as
manager of hybrid corn operations. In 1975 Don was promoted to Vice President of
Operations for Funk Seeds and in 1982 became President. In July of 1989 Don retired
from Funk Seeds, which is now part of Syngenta Seeds, and continued with consulting
activities in the seed industry.

Outside of his career at Funk Seeds, Don has been active in a number of organizations.
He is a Past President of the American Seed Trade Association from 1988-89 and
continued on the Board of Directors. He also served as Chairman of the association’s
Hybrid Corn and Sorghum Division and was active on several committees of the
association. In 1996, Don was recognized for his service to the seed industry by being
named a Lifetime Honorary Member of the American Seed Trade Association.
Don has served as a board member of the U.S. Grains Council and a board member and
Past President of the American Seed Research Foundation. He is also a member
emeritus of the Illinois Agricultural Leadership Foundation serving as Chairman from
1990-2000. Don also has been a Director of the Illinois State 4-H Foundation.
In his home community of Bloomington, Illinois, Don was a member of the Exchange Club
of Bloomington and a member and Past President of the BroMenn Hospital Advisory
Council. He has served on the Illinois Wesleyan University Associates Board, was a
member of the Illinois State Senior Professionals and volunteered at Habitat for Humanity
Resale Store. Don and Betty were 45 year members of First United Methodist Church,
Normal, Illinois.
Don loved to play golf and was a member of Bloomington Country Club. He also enjoyed
spending winters at their second home on Lake LBJ, Horseshoe Bay, Texas. In 2015 Don
and Betty moved to a retirement community in Boerne, Texas near their lake home.

Cemetery

Events

Funks Grove Cemetery

MAY
18

Visitation

09:00AM - 10:30AM

Kibler-Brady-Ruestman Memorial Home
1104 N. Main St., Bloomington, IL, US, 61701

MAY
18

Memorial Service

10:30AM

Kibler-Brady-Ruestman Memorial Home
1104 N. Main St., Bloomington, IL, US, 61701

Comments

“

Dear Betty and family, We are so sorry to be unable to attend Don's service
tomorrow.
we're getting to old and wobbly but we can remember the good times. Love you, Dick
and Edie Erzen.

Dick and Edie Erzen - May 17, 2019 at 08:50 PM

“

Betty McGillivray & Family Sorry to hear of Don's passing. Mauna & I wish to extend
our deepest sympathy. Joe & Mauna Raycraft

Joe Raycraft - November 25, 2018 at 04:23 PM

“

Dear Betty Jo,
My deepest sympathy to you..
We always enjoyed visiting with you two at the family memorial day dinners.
Am glad you are settled in you new place. Things seem to work out somehow.
Hope to see you in Bloomington. Judi Jones

Judi Jones - November 23, 2018 at 10:27 AM

“

Dear Betty,
Our heart felt prayers to you and family on Don's passing.
We fondly remember wonderful years with you both going thru the ASTA "Chairs".
With deepest sympathy.
John & Ellen Zajac

Zajac - November 19, 2018 at 09:39 PM

“

I'm sorry to hear of Don's passing. Your family is in my thoughts and prayers.
Jeanette Boshart Kohl was my mother and I remember fondly our family get
togethers in Iowa and at my Great-Aunt Wilma's home in Colona over the years. Lots
of good food and lots of people talking all at the same time. I saw in the obituary that
Don volunteered at Habitat for Humanity. My Mom also volunteered with this
organization in the Quad Cities, even picking up a hammer to help build homes. My
Mom spoke often of you and Don fondly. My condolences.

Susan Kohl Tamaoki - November 19, 2018 at 08:35 PM

“

Betty sincere symphony to you and your family on the loss of Don.
Tom and Margaret Ann Hayden

Tom & Margaret Ann Hayden Hayden - November 19, 2018 at 12:47 PM

“

Dear Betty,
Just heard about Don--what a loss to you and the rest of us. Don and I were exactly
the same age and our paths crossed many times and every time I always came away
with a good feeling. Don was always professional ,smart, hard working and very
decent. A great loss to all. Love to you and your family.
Ed Voelker

Ed Voelker - November 19, 2018 at 11:29 AM

“

Without question, Don served as a "giant" in every aspect of positive personal and
professional activities. He will be missed in all venues of agriculture and his
community due to his superb knowledge and set of personal leadership skills. He
was a master diplomat who had empathy for all and a passion to improve the
achievements of any organization with which he worked. As God would say, "well
done my faithful servant, very well done!"

Larry Fischer - November 18, 2018 at 04:34 PM

“

Betty and Family:
We were sorry to hear of Don's passing this past Wednesday. I spent many of my
years at Funk Bros. Seed Co. reporting to Don when he was Vice President of Corn
and Soybean Operations in the Bloomington office. He was first and foremost a
'seedsman' and had high expectations for those that reported to him regarding work
and quality ethics. His heart and his head worked in tandem as he approached seed
management and employee challenges and opportunities within the company. His
election to the Presidency of Funk/Ciba Seeds and then as the ASTA President was
indicative of the respect that he had both as a seedsman and industry leader. His
support and leadership within the IALF and the Illinois 4-H Foundation was indicative
of his continued agricultural interest in the next generation of leaders.
Our Condolences, In Christ's Love, Sandi and Gordon Bidner

J. Gorodn Bidner - November 18, 2018 at 04:18 PM

“

Betty...
I spent many wonderful hours with Don on the Board of the IALF and always
benefited from his knowledge and advice. The IALF is a strong force in training
agricultural leaders today because of Don's leadership and we thank you for
continuing his support with your direction of memorials to Don to go to the IALF.
You are in our thoughts and prayers, and after his overly active and busy life,
may Don rest in God's hands.
Orion & Gloria Samuelson

Orion Samuelson - November 18, 2018 at 12:58 PM

“

Betty, Wally and I were so sorry to hear about Don. We feel blessed to have known
Don and send you our warmest hugs. Wally and Jan Hood

Jan Hood - November 18, 2018 at 12:10 PM

“

Betty and Family, You are in our love and prayers today as we learn of your loss. Don
was a very special person and will be dearly missed. We think of you often,
especially on Sunday mornings when you both are no longer at church and you at
Vesper Circle, Betty. But you have your family near you and that is very comforting,
especially at this difficult time. Blessings and God's Love to all of you, Ron and
Shirley Irion

shirley Irion - November 18, 2018 at 07:15 AM

“

Dear Betty and family,
We are so sorry to hear about the passing of Don and are lifting you up in our
thoughts and prayers. Don was one of my early mentors - not only in the seed
business, but in life. He was one of my heroes - a man of humble beginnings and
impeccable integrity who became very successful . . . the right way. I admired and
respected him, and wanted to be like him. And Betty, you were always so fun and so
gracious - we really admired you, too! God doesn't make 'em any better. We loved
Don and will miss him. May you feel God's comfort and be blessed with pleasant
memories.
In love, Ken and Devon Rinkenberger

Ken Rinkenberger - November 17, 2018 at 09:41 AM

