Doris B. Abbott Hays
November 15, 1921 - March 19, 2019

Doris B. Abbott Hays, 97, of Sandwich, formerly of Le Roy, passed away on Tuesday,
March 19, 2019 at Sandwich Rehabilitation & Health Care Center in Sandwich.
A graveside service will be at 11:00 a.m. on Saturday, April 13, 2019 at Zion Bishop
Cemetery north of Towanda. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to Zion Bishop
Cemetery c/o Ron Parsons, Treasurer, 2 Bent Tree Lane, Towanda, IL 61776. KiblerBrady-Ruestman Memorial Home in Bloomington is assisting the family with
arrangements.
She was born on November 15, 1921, north of Towanda, a daughter of Lawrence and
Lilah Busick Abbott. In 1940,Doris married William Hays and later Rozelle Weakley. After
Rozelle’s death she married Farran Brown and later to James McGahan for 20 years.
After James’s death she remarried William Hays. He died in 1998.
Doris was a graduate of Towanda schools. She was employed by Dr. Burris, optometrist,
C. W. Freys & Son for 10 years, and later, McLean County Health Department for 15 years
until her retirement.
Surviving are her children, Brenda Dahlman and Barbara (Larry) Purdue; five
grandchildren, Steve (Irene) Thompson, Alan (Erica) Thompson, Stacey Gammicchia,
Jennifer (Sky) Bailey and Chris Weakley; eleven great grandchildren, Morgan, Madison,
Adam, Valerie, Payton, Evan, Ryan, Camden, Mackenzie, Griffin and Revan, and a
daughter in law, Dee Weakley.
She was preceded in death by her parents; brother, Larry; sister, Glenna; her son, David
and son in-law, Herb Dahlman.
Doris was a member of the Money Creek Extension for over 50 years, the McLean County
Historical Society and the DAR, as well as a member of the Baptist Church in Towanda.

She enjoyed attending the senior meals at the Towanda Senior Center in Towanda and
visiting with her friends. For the past several years she has resided at Ironwood Assisted
Living in Sandwich and in the past few weeks at Sandwich Rehabilitation and Health Care
Center.
She enjoyed calling bingo each week and baking for her friends. Doris was an avid
collector of little glass shoes and covered dishes.
Doris was a loving mom, grandmother and great grandmother and friend and will be sadly
missed.
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Graveside Service11:00AM
Zion Bishop Cemetery
Towanda, IL, US, 61776

Comments

“

I had the pleasure of meeting Doris when she first moved into LeRoy in 1998. She
was such a warm and friendly lady. We had relatives in common, as Brenda had
been married to my cousin, John. I remember Brenda’s sons, Steve and Alan, as
children and young men. I believe Doris and my mother, Gertie, May have also
traveled together a time or two.
My condolences to all of Doris’s family.
Paula Duvall, now residing in River Falls, WI.

Paula Duvall - March 22, 2019 at 05:09 PM

“

Paula, thank you for this. I remember lots of fun times visiting your family. Your mom was
always such a happy and fun person. The last time I saw her was in Florida when she and
my mom were on the same bus trip. I still have your recipe for “chocolate pudding cake”. It
is so good. Brenda
Brenda Dahlman - March 23, 2019 at 10:37 AM

“

So sorry to hear of your mothers passing Brenda. I will mention it in church this morning
and share it with others hear that Hope Lutheran! Your mother sounds like she lead a
wonderfully filled life . May God grant you peace and comfort. Jill
jill mead - April 07, 2019 at 07:58 AM

“
“

Thank you Jill. It means so much to hear from you. Brenda
Brenda Dahlman - April 07, 2019 at 08:25 AM

My condolences to the family. I was raised in Towanda and knew Doris for a long time.
Cassandra Livingston Conway
Cassandra Livingston Conway - April 07, 2019 at 08:45 AM

“

My husband Bill worked at Freys with Doris and Mac. They helped us find a house
adjoining their house in the country so we were also neighbors. They were very kind to our
children and we continued to exchange Christmas cards all these years.
Jane Tevoert - April 08, 2019 at 04:45 PM

