Eldon J. Hinshaw
October 8, 1936 - June 2, 2020

Bloomington - Eldon Joseph Hinshaw, 83, of Bloomington, passed away on Tuesday, June
2, 2020 at his home with his loving wife of 60 years at his side. His wishes to die at home
were honored.
A private family mass at St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Bloomington will be held. Interment
will be at Scogin Hill Cemetery in Bloomington, where a graveside service will begin at
12:00 p.m. on Saturday, June 6, 2020. Friends are encouraged to come and practice
social distancing.
Memorials may be directed to St. Mary’s Catholic School in Bloomington. Kibler-BradyRuestman Memorial Home in Bloomington is assisting the family with arrangements.
Eldon was born in Rural Bloomington on October 8, 1936 to James Deane and Kathryn
Adaline (Weidinger) Hinshaw. He married Jessie Lemons on July 25, 1960 in Pontiac.
Surviving are his wife of 60 years, Jessie; children, Ken (Bonnie) Hinshaw, Judith Curtin,
Deborah (Steven) Mehlberg, and E. Jeff Hinshaw; step-children, Patsy Whitecotton,
Danny (Doris) Whitecotton, and Terry (Becky) Whitecotton; fifteen grandchildren; and
twenty great-grandchildren.
He was preceded in death by his parents; brothers, James, George, and Dean; sisters,
Mary Wade, Kathryn Kerber, and Mildred (Ree) Hinshaw; step-son, Marvin D.
Whitecotton; and four great-grandchildren.
Eldon graduated from Normal Community High School. He was a life-long member of St.
Mary’s Catholic Church in Bloomington. Eldon was employed at General Electric
Company, retiring after forty-two years. In his spare time, he enjoyed playing softball,
camping with his family, and hunting.
He was a member of the McLean County Emergency Squad and past treasurer on the

board of trustees for the Bloomington Township Fire Department. Eldon also proudly
served his country in the United States Army.

Events
JUN
6

Interment 12:00PM
Scogin Hill Cemetery
Bloomington, IL, US

Comments

“

Been a tough day, Laid my Father in eternal rest.
Father Greg nailed the eulogy and Dan Brady from Kibler Brady Ruestman Memorial
was the kindest most professional funeral director I’ve ever dealt with.
The service was exceptional and they thought of everything. Even the smallest detail
was attended to.
My family and I Thank him from the bottom of our hearts and highly recommend his
services.

Deborah E. Hinshaw Mehlberg - June 07 at 12:09 AM

“

We will miss Eldon very much for years to come ..His jokes and devotion to Jessie has
earned him a special place in heaven. RIP Eldon
Rebecca Whitecotton - June 07 at 02:12 PM

“

Oh sweet Deborah. My heart hurts for you from your father passing away. (I knew you from
Heritage when I worked in downtown Bloomington in 2005/2006 in Medical Billing area.
You were always so sweet and so kind toward me. Thank you)
Would love to reconnect and talk to you as this would be so meaningful for me. You can tell
me everything about you Mom and Dad as I love stories of people's lives. Love you Deb.
Sorry for your loss.
Jane - June 15 at 04:10 PM

“

Last Call Eldon (Rescue 57) Rest in Peace. Prayers for your family.
Ed Books (Rescue 60)

Ed Books - June 06 at 09:12 AM

“

Rest in Peace Grandpa and My prayers are with you and our family always. You will
be missed and remembered fondly. Thanks for all the help and guidance throughout
my life

Mark Whitecotton - June 04 at 08:38 PM

“

Rest in peace uncle Eldon. I am so sorry to hear this.
My prayers to the Hinshaw family.
Jarilyn

Jarilyn Nomoquarantini - June 04 at 04:02 PM

“

I was a caretaker for Eldon and his wife. He was a wonderful person to take care of!
We always had so much fun
you will be missed dearly

Alexis Young - June 03 at 10:09 PM

“

it is with deep heart felt sadness I bid farewell to my Step-Father, Eldon, of 60 years.
You will be missed and I'm so glad we had so many happy wonderful memories
shared over these many years. Hawaii and Alaska were two of the outstanding ones
but even our everyday talks and family holidays will linger in my mind going back to
my early teens years. You are my last father figure to go so you better check in from
Heaven until I come to join you and our already dearly departed loves one who are
residing there before us. Rejoice in your family reunion there, peace and love wash
over you and rest in knowledge of a Earthly life well lived. Your Step-Daughter, Patsy
Whitecotton Barggren

Patsy Whitecotton - June 03 at 08:37 PM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with the entire family at this sad time. He will be greatly
missed, but I hope the good memories you have will sustain you during your times of
sorrow as you celebrate his life. May his smile and his spirit will live on in your hearts
forever. Love, hugs, and prayers, John and Gaynelle

Gay and John Birky - June 03 at 06:46 PM

“

Rest in heaven. I only meet you a few times but will miss you dearly. Prayers for you
wife and children and family

Donna Davis - June 03 at 05:43 PM

“
“

Sorry that was from kaycee Davis
Kaycee Davis - June 03 at 05:44 PM

My thoughts and prayers for the family. I have fond memories of working with Eldon and
Jesse as well as Ken and Bonnie at General Electric many years ago. Eldon was a friend
and will be sadly missed.
Carl Hinshaw - June 05 at 10:48 PM

“

With the deepest sympathy.
Love your sister in law
Donna Davis

Donna Davis - June 03 at 05:40 PM

“

Strength & Solace Spray was purchased for the family of Eldon J. Hinshaw.

June 03 at 05:17 PM

“

Rick Davis lit a candle in memory of Eldon J. Hinshaw

Rick Davis - June 03 at 04:55 PM

“

It is with our deepest sympathy on the loss of our brother-in-law and uncle. To the
Hinshaw family you are all in our hearts our thoughts and our prayers and may God
bless everyone of you. We love you all, from the Davis Family, Donna ,Kaycee and
Rick - Joliet Illinois

Rick Davis - June 03 at 04:22 PM

“

I am dearly heartbroken about the passing of my Uncle Eldon. I have so many fond
memories of you especially when I was younger and at all of our wonderful family
reunions. I got my very first camper from you and Aunt Jessie for my birthday and
enjoyed camping in it at my Campground. There are so many memories I just can't
count but you are a wonderful uncle and are dearly missed. May you rest in peace
Uncle Eldon and God bless you. And please give my dad a big hug for me while your
in heaven. I love you Uncle Eldon, from your nephew Rick Davis Joliet Illinois

Rick Davis - June 03 at 04:17 PM

