James W. "Jim" Pruyne
April 26, 1929 - May 20, 2019

Jim Pruyne died May 20th, about four weeks after his 90th birthday. His parents were
Frances Woolard and Howard Pruyne of Ponca City, OK. His brother and sister-in-law,
Samuel and Dorothea Pruyne, are deceased. Jim married his college best friend, Gwen
Burris, 64 years ago. She survives. Their daughter is Becky (Masamichi) Yamamoto and
adult grandchildren are Jessica and Jeffrey Yamamoto. Their son is James Christopher
(Melissa) Pruyne and grandson Nathan James Pruyne. A service to celebrate Jim’s life is
planned for June 15 at First Presbyterian Church of Normal at 11:00 am.
“Big Jim” was big physically, intellectually and spiritually. He was ordained Presbyterian
and his ministry included The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), The United Church of
Christ, Church of the Brethren. Interfaith and persons with no religious belief. Jim was the
founding pastor of New Covenant Community, an open and affirming congregation. The
Jim and Gwen Pruyne Lectureship in Progressive Christianity was created in their honor.
Jim participated in countless committees in the church, the university and the community.
In recognition of his services he received the Normal Citizen of the Year award, the Martin
Luther King, Jr. award, and the Park College Alumni Community Service award.
In the early 1960’s Jim became the first director of the United Campus Christian
Foundation. For over 40 years he was the Campus Minister at Illinois State University. He
was well known by the students, faculty, administration and staff. Jim planned many
optional opportunities for students. Alumni long remember the Spring Break work-study
trips, especially the 1963 trip to Savanna, GA, to register African Americans to vote. They
also mention community involvement in volunteer social service activities like the creation
of a 24/7 telephone help program that became PATH. Jim looked to the future, always
thinking about what more the church, the university and the community could do.
Jim had many interests and abilities. Among them are civil rights, systemic justice, city
planning, architecture, ecology, global warming, politics, traveling, playing the piano,
playing bridge, hosting dinner parties, cooking, an avid reader of fiction, especially

mystery stories, and news magazines
Jim was an extraordinary person. His life was a great uplifting gift of love to untold
thousands of lives.

Events
JUN
15

Celebration Of Life

11:00AM

First Presbyterian Church
2000 E. College Ave., Normal, IL, US, 61761

Comments

“

So sorry to see in the ISU magazine that Jim had passed. I was one of the
Suvannah, Ga. car drivers in 63' and knew Jim for all my years at ISNU and then
ISU. A very nice and good person. My condolences.
John Gathman 64' and MA 69'

John Gathman - June 15, 2020 at 08:58 PM

“

My condolences to Gwen and family. I lived with Jim and Gwen for a year and took
advantage of counsel from both. Jim married Sherry and me in 1966. He was a
significant influence on both of us. He is definitely missed.

Rick Beckhart - June 17, 2019 at 04:15 PM

“

Dear Gwen and kids,
What a man your husband and dad was!
I retired a year ago after 33 years at the UCC Campus Minister at the University of
Illinois , Champaign.
I first met Jim when I was 25 years old and a wet behind the years young campus
minister. Meeting through IUMHE Jim walked hand and hand with me in a way like
No body else! His modeling of what it means to be a progressive campus minister
along with his extremely high expectations of what it means to be a campus ministry,
a campus minister and a campus ministry board of directions were foundational to
my whole ministry from the first.
Jim was my ally, my advocate, my role model and... most importantly for me... my
friend.
These words still do not begin to express the depth of my gratitude for this
extraordinary heart and spirit in my life. I know hundreds of people -- if not
thousands-- were deeply impacted by Jim's ministry, visions and commitment. But
none more than I.
He taught me just about everything I needed to know about everything about being a
campus minister. And then he worked his heart out to make my ministry (and others)
possible with funds, healthy board guidance, high reaching goals and inspirational
dreams. He demanded we all be at our best for the sake of students. Students of
every faith or no faith, color and creed. And he trained and equipped us to go do it!
In the end though, Jim cared about each one of us. He believed in us. And that
inspired us... me.... to try to dare to live into the huge shoes that walk before me/us.
Jim's.
Blessings and peace be with you,
Karen
Reverend Karen Bush

Karen Bush - June 12, 2019 at 12:41 PM

“

Sacred Duty Spray was purchased for the family of James W. "Jim" Pruyne.

June 07, 2019 at 10:33 PM

“

Gracious Lavender Basket was purchased for the family of James W. "Jim" Pruyne.

June 07, 2019 at 10:25 PM

“

Deepest sympathy to the family at this difficult time of loss. Jim was a friend of my
parents, Loren and Catherine Boon. They had the utmost respect for his work in
ministry, outreach and justice. He was true leader. Becky and I went to U-High at the
same time. Hugs and prayers for comfort.

Kate Boon - May 31, 2019 at 09:00 AM

“

Jim's integrity seemed to be the keynote for his entire life and so many of us
benefitted from his wisdom. His fierce spirit is part of all of us who knew him.
Chris Kaufman

Chris Kaufman - May 30, 2019 at 04:46 PM

“

Jim was the single most important influence, supporter, mentor and friend in my life,
starting when I knew him as an ISU student at UCCF, and for many years after that. I
would not be the person I am today, were it not for Jim. His passing deeply grieves
all of us. But we take solace in the value of having been touched by him. My deepest
sympathies to Gwen, Chris and Becky. You are all special to me and I join you in
mourning this loss.
David Schmidt

David Shmidt - May 30, 2019 at 02:20 AM

“

Jim was a gift to all of us whose lives he touched. Karen Zangerle, PATH

Karen Zangerle - May 29, 2019 at 11:19 AM

“

Very sorry to hear. I was Jim's neighbor for many years. Great guy! Rick Worth

Rick Worth - May 29, 2019 at 10:28 AM

“

Jim Pruyne was a neighborh and my fathers best friend. After my dad passed away,
Jim married my husband and I. I loved him dearly and am so thankful for knowing
him. I love you Gwen, Becky and Chris.

amelia ellington - May 29, 2019 at 12:12 AM

“

Sincere sympathy to all the family. It was great to know Jim as a friend in campus
ministry. He was the real deal through and through. He will be missed.
(Rev.) Deborah Owen
Disciples of Christ Community and St. Peter's UCC, Champaign, IL

Deborah Owen - May 28, 2019 at 04:04 PM

“

friend of Jim and Gwen since 1963. Jack Porter

Jack Porter - May 28, 2019 at 12:51 PM

“

Dear Gwen and family,
I wanted you to know that you are in my thoughts concerning your loss. I was sorry to
hear about Jim who was a man who loved people and showed his concern in so
many ways. I can only imagine that the past few years have been very hard for you
with Jim suffering from health problems. I hope your memories of being married to
him for 64 years will help to comfort you. “Death leaves a heartache no one can heal,
love leaves a memory no one can steal” (A headstone in Ireland). Please take care.
With Sympathy,
Kay Wilson

Kay Wilson - May 28, 2019 at 07:06 AM

“

I am the daughter of Pat and Mac McCarney, I have fond memories of my childhood
with Jim and all of the group my parents used to have supper club and play cards
with. Jim was always such a big presence and kind man.
Sending thoughts and prayers to Gwen and family. I am sure there is a great card
game waiting in Heaven with my parents, the Friedhoff's and so many others. God
Bless.

Amy Smith - May 27, 2019 at 08:37 PM

“

Jim Was a thoughtful and caring soul, with a streak of humor, and most of all, a firm
conscience for her community and our world -- we will miss him.
Mike Matejka

mike matejka - May 27, 2019 at 03:48 PM

“

I am the daughter of Claude & Jean Bell. We attended the old First Pres in Normal
(1956 on) when I was a child, Mother taught Sunday School. We spoke often about
when Becky came to your family and how we all enjoyed watching her grow.......
I hope you all find peace in your journey,
Barb (Bell) Lundgren

Barb - May 26, 2019 at 09:16 AM

“

Jim was a wise and kind man. I learned much from him in Bible study discussions.
My sympathy to Gwen and all the family.

Becky Mentzer - May 26, 2019 at 09:11 AM

“

Jim was a great humanist and a superb advocate for justice and peace. His
memories are eternal. Rest In Peace my friend.

Jamal Nassar - May 25, 2019 at 11:24 PM

“

Jim was very important to me and to all the Rodericks. I went to Louisville
Presbyterian Theological Seminary with a group of UCCF students. This reinforced
my decision to go to seminary. I have lived here in Louisville every since.

Rick Roderick - May 23, 2019 at 07:39 PM

