M. Virginia Guthrie
March 21, 1915 - January 22, 2019

Virginia Guthrie, 103, longtime resident of Urbana, Illinois, died Tuesday, January 22,
2019 at Martin Health Center of Westminster Village, Bloomington.
Services will be held at Wesley United Methodist Church, 1203 W Green St, Urbana,
Illinois, at 11am, June 18, 2019. A visitation will be held one hour prior to the service.
Virginia was born March 21, 1915 in West Point, Illinois, the daughter of Ada McLean
Guthrie and George Calvin Guthrie.
Miss Guthrie was Emeritus Associate Professor of Family and Consumer Economics at
the University of Illinois, Champaign-Urbana.
Virginia graduated from Carthage High School in 1933. After two years at Carthage
College, she spent nine years teaching in rural schools in Hancock County. In 1946 she
received her Bachelor of Science degree from the University of Illinois, then served as
Moultrie County Home Advisor from 1946 to 1950.
Upon completion of her Master’s Degree in Home Management at U. of I., she taught at
Michigan State University, East Lansing, from 1951 to 1954. In 1954 she returned to the
University of Illinois where she taught until her retirement in 1980.
In early retirement, she volunteered at the Carle Hospital gift shop and at Wesley United
Methodist Church in Urbana where she was a member for over 60 years, enjoyed
attending concerts and performances at the Krannert Center for the Performing Arts, and
traveled throughout the United
States. In later retirement, she lived at Glenwood Assisted Living in Mahomet, and more
recently Westminster Village in Bloomington, Illinois. She maintained her sense of humor
and ability to relate to her caregivers right up until her final days.
Virginia was preceded in death by her parents and by her sister, Evelyn Guthrie Gardner.
She is survived by her nieces, Virginia Gardner Riggins of Normal and Margaret Gardner
of Mundelein, Illinois and by her great nieces, Christine Riggins Buckstead and Susan
(Steffan Mehl) Riggins of Chico, California, and great-grandnephew and niece, Sebastian
and Brigitte Mehl.
The family wishes to thank the staff of OSF Hospice and Martin Health Center at
Westminster Village for the excellent care they gave Virginia.
A memorial service will be held at Wesley United Methodist Church, Urbana, in the

summer.
Memorial gifts may be made to Wesley United Methodist Church, the National Wildlife
Federation, or the Nature Conservancy.

Events
JUN
18

Visitation

10:00AM - 11:00AM

Wesley United Methodist Church
1203 West Green Street, Urbana, IL, US, 61801

JUN
18

Service

11:00AM

Wesley United Methodist Church
1203 West Green Street, Urbana, IL, US, 61801

Comments

“

What a life we were privileged to share for so many years. Thanks Ginny and Meg
for all of your special love and care the last many years too.
Virginia/Ms Guthrie was a model of teaching, learning and professionalism for so
many of us as students, colleagues, friends and leaders in the 1960s & '70s. Virginia
knew that she could have influence in the U of I home economics department as
faculty as well as an advisor to student leadership organizations and honorary
societies more than research! We all benefited. What a treasure! Her quick wit and
wonderful sense of humor made learning in 'home management house' a treat!
Personal and Family Finance were made real!!! Virginia shared her expertise at
Wesley UMC & Foundation and Wescoga as well. Peace to all.
Nancy Maxwell-Rich

Nancy Maxwell-Rich - February 10 at 06:20 PM

“

Thank you for letting us know, Meg & Ginny. Always enjoyed visiting with Virginia, &
will miss her Christmas letters. She & Ruth always enjoyed the times they spent
together.
We will plan to attend the memorial service.
Art & Dianne

Dianne Adkisson - February 10 at 03:32 PM

“

I had known her since I was a young child. My mother Lorene F. Carlisle,born July
25, 1920, did August 27, 1987, worked with Virginia in a mapping office3 during
World War II, in Quincy, Illinois.
Virginia taught Home Economics at the Univertsity of Illinois. She never married.
Until 1959, when she bought a house with another Home Economics professor Mary
Mather, she lived in various apartments near the universitycampus. I remember she
had us over for dinner and showed slides ofg a trip to Europe. She had bought a
cuckoo clock on that trip.
She was an avid Classical Music fan and had a then-monaural Magnavox Hi-Fi
phonographand A</FM radio. She attended many concerts. Krannert Center for the
Performing Arts was just sevral blocks from her home.
She and Mary Mather bought the home at 1408 South Orchard in 1959, when he
accepted a position elsewhere. After Mary died of cancer, she left her share of the
house to Virginia. Her mother lived with her a while till she died at age 97. Virginia
sold te ghoue in the early 2000's and moved o nursing homes in Mahomet and

Bloomington, IL, to be near her niece, Ginny Riggins. She died January 22, 2019,
age 103 yer, 10 months,24 days.
She was well known by the people of Wesley United Methodist Church, on the
University of Illinois campus, and many of her former students.

George "Rick" Carlisle - February 05 at 01:19 PM

“

I enjoyed and loved taking care of Virginia. Will miss her greatly. Praying for the
family.

Vicki - January 31 at 01:57 PM

“

Faculty and students of the Department of Human Development and Family Studies
at UIUC send their condolences. Dr. Guthrie was an impressive woman who helped
to build the foundation on which our current work stands. We are very sorry for your
loss.

Ramona Faith Oswald - January 28 at 12:22 PM

“

Thank you for sharing Virginia with me, so enjoyed taking care of her

Lynda - January 27 at 06:53 PM

“

Miss Guthrie was one of my favorite instructors at the University of Illinois. I loved her
quick wit. She was a wonderful instructor, with a quick wit. In one of our Family
Financial Management courses, we had a project to work a family through a budget.
When she saw how much I'd allocated for a hair cut, she said "Good Lord! Where do
they go to get their hair cut?" My sympathies to your family. Hold tight to the
memories of time spent with her.
LeAnn Korty, Bloomington

LeAnn Korty - January 27 at 08:58 AM

