Opal Marie Scott-Brown
June 3, 1925 - July 23, 2019

Opal Marie Scott-Brown, 94, of Normal passed through the gates on Tuesday, July 23,
2019 at Advocate BroMenn Medical Center in Normal.
Her visitation will be from 4-6:00 p.m. on Sunday, July 28, 2019 at Kibler-Brady-Ruestman
Memorial Home in Bloomington. A private family entombment will be held at Park Hill
Mausoleum.
Opal was born on June 3, 1925 to Ralphie and Etta Caroline Smith in Frederick, Illinois.
She married Charles R. Scott of Bellflower on November 25, 1944. They had three
children, Ralph Scott (deceased), Carolyn Gatenby of Normal and Tena (Michael) Fowler
with whom she shared a home with since 1988.
In January 1965, she married Arthur A. Brown, they shared 39 years together before his
death in 2004.
Opal is survived by her siblings, Robert (Linda) Smith of Morton, Rowena Brooks of Mesa,
AZ, Gerald (Charlotte) Smith of Eureka and Linda Greeson of Indianapolis, IN; daughters,
Carolyn and Tena of Normal; daughter-in-law, Sharon Scott of Chillicothe; grandson, Ted
(Shilee) Fowler of Normal; granddaughter, Teresa (James Lindsey) Hudak of Normal;
great grandchildren, Gage Rees, Keegan Fowler, Piper Fowler and Emily Hudak and
several nieces and nephews.
She was preceded in death by her parents; husband; son, Ralph Scott and son-in-law,
James Gatenby.
Opal graduated from Bloomington High School in 1943 and immediately went to work at
LeTraunear Tractor in Peoria building heavy equipment for war during 1943-44. She held
several jobs throughout her life; registered beautician, meat department for Kroger,
cleaned homes and babysat children.
In 1961, she started at General Electric in the factory and retired from the engineering
department in June 1984. Later, she attained a realtor’s license and worked for Century 21
offices.
She was a 30 year member of the American Passion Play spread over a 75 year span.
Opal was extremely proud of being a part of 4 generations, participating for several years
together.
Opal loved spending time with her family and friends, especially her grandchildren and

great grandchildren, even as her mind failed and she lost the ability to talk with them. She
spent many hours sewing, crocheting and playing cards. She loved doing laundry and
ironing! The kitchen was her favorite place to be cooking and making fresh baked pies.
A special thank you to Dr. Stivers and the care giving team of the 5th floor of Advocate
BroMenn. The compassion and attention to our mother and us will always be
remembered.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be directed to American Passion Play, P.O. Box 3354,
Bloomington, Illinois 61702.
“Rest now, our good and faithful servant.”
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04:00PM - 06:00PM

Kibler-Brady-Ruestman Memorial Home
1104 N. Main St., Bloomington, IL, US, 61701

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Kibler-Brady-Ruestman Memorial Home - July 25, 2019 at 12:44 PM

“

“

Truly touched my heart . I loved u so much opal . And I miss u so much.
amanda goodwin - July 28, 2019 at 11:40 AM

Sorry to hear of Opal's passing. I met her at the beauty shop (Sue Knuth). In reading
her obituary, she certainly led an interesting and varied life. My sympathy especially
to Carolyn and Tena. May the Lord give you peace at this time of grief. Irene
Garabrant

Irene Garabrant - July 27, 2019 at 01:22 PM

“

Over 50 years ago, I transferred to University High School and met Tena. We
became life-long friends and Mama Brown welcomed me into her home and into her
life with open arms. What a blessing to my life! Because Tena loved me, Opal loved
me. There has never been a time when I have felt like an intruder with this family.
Opal worked hard and loved deeply and was a friend to many. She herself touched
many lives and continues to touch lives through her daughters, Carolyn and Tena.
My heart aches a bit knowing she is no longer with us on this earth but I believe in
my heart of hearts that she is at perfect peace with God and I will indeed see her
again when the Lord Almighty chooses to take me to heaven. Thank you, Tena.
Thank you for so much............for the fun we've shared, the tears we've shed
together, for opening your heart and your home to me for all these years and for the
privilege of spending time with your loving mother. Rest in Peace, Mama
Brown............. we miss you but you did a good job and everyone will be alright until
we see you again.

Linda Thomas - July 27, 2019 at 09:57 AM

“

Bob & Maggie Brooks and Lil Bob purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of
Opal Marie Scott-Brown.

Bob & Maggie Brooks and Lil Bob - July 26, 2019 at 10:50 AM

“

It is with great sympathy for the loss of opal. I, met her while volunteering for the
Passion Play. I loved visiting with her. Though I know of her brother Bob, My uncle
was good friends with him growing up and my dad would tag along. I heard great
stories about her in her younger years. What a life she lived and she really wasn't
afraid to tackle anything in her way. Were going to miss you Opal, but the memories
live on.

David Murray - July 24, 2019 at 10:23 PM

“

Our sincere sympathy for your loss, Tena, Carolyn and your families.John and Doris
Hulett

Doris Hulett - July 24, 2019 at 07:26 PM

“

She will be missed . Loved her very much.
amanda goodwin - July 24, 2019 at 11:21 PM

