Robert "Bob" W. Briggs
March 27, 1934 - May 25, 2020

TOWANDA — Robert W. "Bob" Briggs, 86, passed away Monday, May 25, 2020, at home
in rural Towanda. He was born (at home) in rural Tazewell County on March 27, 1934, to
Charles W. and Hazel Hymbaugh Briggs.
He married Gail Ann Chelmo in Webster WI on March 31, 1962. She survives along with
their son, David (Jen), Reno, NV and daughter Sarah (Terry) Martin, Troy, MO. He is also
survived by four grandchildren: Austin and Emily Martin, MO, and Julia and Samuel
Briggs, NV, and sister, Frances (William) Cross, Emden. He was preceded in death by an
infant son.
Bob grew up in Emden, served in the Army, was educated at ISNU, U of I, Champaign
and received his PhD in genetics at the University of Minnesota. His post-doctoral work
was at Brookhaven National Lab (AEC), Long Island, NY. In 1969 Bob moved his family to
IL where he began a 22-year career at Funk Seeds in Bloomington, and then 14 years at
Crow's Hybrid Corn Co in Milford. He retired in 2006. During his years in plant breeding
Bob's research led to the development of a number of corn hybrids.
An important part of Bob's life was his involvement in Scouting which spanned more than
45 years at the local, district and council levels. He enjoyed mentoring both youth and
adult Scouters and watching their leadership develop. He was proud when David and
Austin became Eagle Scouts.
Bob enjoyed photography. He shared his skills with Sarah and was proud of her 'Kodak'
success in 4-H. He loved following all four grandchildren' activities in soccer,
snowboarding, skiing, swimming and school.
Bob's many interests included gardening, building park benches, turning wood and he
especially enjoyed talking with farmers, particularly his father-in-law.
'A life well lived'. Bob will be missed by family and his many friends. A celebration of life is

planned for mid-July due to COVID-19. He was a member of First United Methodist
Church in Normal. Kibler-Brady-Ruestman Memorial Home in Bloomington is assisting
with arrangements.
The family appreciates the support of OSF Hospice staff during the last days of life. The
family suggests memorials be made in Bob's name to the Alzheimer's Association (207 S
Prospect, Ste #1, Bloomington, 61704), BSA Troop 19 (% Ian King, 707 Watford Dr,
Bloomington, 61704) or to an organization of the donor's choice.

Comments

“

I spent many an enjoyable hour working with Bob on the District Training staff and at
District Camporees, and Pontiac Day Camp. I will miss him.
Doug Swift
SM Troop 76

James Swift - June 08 at 11:24 PM

“

I was privileged to work with Bob at Brookhaven National Laboratory. He was the
post doc and I was a "pre doc". I went on to finish my degree at the University of
Hawaii and in 1972 was hired by Funk Seeds at the Molokai research station. Again I
found myself working with Bob. I have fond memories of him and his family.
Elizabeth Johnson, Molokai Hawaii

Elizabeth Johnson - June 04 at 03:21 PM

“

So sorry for your loss, we will keep you all in our Prayers!
Jeff and Mary Monahan

Jeff Monahan - May 31 at 12:03 PM

“

Gail Ann and Family, please accept our condolences and sympathy on Bob's
passing. I had the opportunity of working with Bob during our tenure at Funk Seeds.
Bob was humble yet passionate about his work and always a genuine person of faith
and purpose. Yes, he did indeed have a 'Life-well lived.'
In Christ's Love, Sandi and Gordon Bidner

J. Gordon Bidner - May 30 at 10:36 AM

“

Sorry to know of Bob's passing as he was one our main stays at Funk breakfast for
a long time. Prompt, knowledgeable of detailed facts on nearly any subject. I enjoyed
listening to Bob and do have many interesting memories of my friend Bob.
Bud Lewis

Bud Lewis - May 29 at 06:59 PM

“

Great times with Bob over 20+ years in Scouting. Bob came into T56 at a good time
and stayed with it for many years. We were also neighbors and shared that as well.
Great Scout who took the time to study and learn Scout Lore and mechanics. Don't
know how many campouts we were on together, but more than one. Other names
we're missing Larry Fulton, Chuck Matoon, Bob Diebert, Chuck Campbell, Larry
Littell, and on and on.

Ron Robinson - May 29 at 06:05 PM

“

I worked with Dr. Briggs while he was employed with Funk Seeds. He never forgot to
tell me happy birthday on my day. He was forever kind and a awesome man. He will
be dearly missed.
Cynthia Leininger

Cynthia Leininger - May 29 at 02:17 PM

“

Prayers for peace and comfort for Bob's family. I was in Boy Scouts Troop 56 in
Towanda back in the early 80's and Bob was the father of a fellow scout. About 30
years later I became an assistant scoutmaster in another troop and came across Bob
during many events. I know of few men who loved scouting more than Bob. Bob was
a dedicated leader with a passion for training adult leaders. He has so much to
share. It was a great pleasure to meet up with Bob as an adult leader and learn from
him again all those years after being a scout myself.

Dave - May 29 at 01:44 PM

“

I heard of Bob's death through Doug Ferrier, an Eagle Scout who admired Bob's
involvement in scouting. My own memories is from being a Lamplighter neighbor. I
pray that God's steadfast love will sustain you and that your support circle will hold
you up when you have trouble standing alone. Sympathy to you and prayers
ascending. Anita W Burnett (now in Riverside IA)

Anita Burnett - May 29 at 11:26 AM

“

My condolences to the Briggs family. I worked with Bob at Funks. He was a good
boss and a kind man.

Catherine Boyd-Welliver - May 28 at 06:05 PM

