Vernon P. Prenzler
August 11, 1928 - March 10, 2019

Vernon Paul Prenzler, 90, of Bloomington, passed away at 4:28 a.m., Sunday, March 10,
at Advocate BroMenn Medical Center, Normal.
His funeral is scheduled for 10:00 a.m., Saturday, March 16 at Trinity Lutheran Church,
with Pastor Billy Newell officiating. Visitation: 4:00 to 7:00 p.m, Friday, March 15 at Trinity
Lutheran Church, 801 S. Madison St., Bloomington and one hour prior to the service.
Internment will be at Park Hill Cemetery, Bloomington. Memorials may be made to Trinity
Lutheran Church Building Fund.
Vern was born in Bloomington on August 11, 1928, the son of Walter and Alma Gerling
Prenzler. He married Ruth Urquhart on January 28, 1955 in Oconto, Wis. Vern and Ruth
raised their three children in Bloomington until she died on May 6, 1974. He married Doris
Petersen on July 4, 1983 in Fish Creek, Wis.
Surviving are his wife Doris Prenzler, Bloomington, sons Kurt (Rita), Edwardsville, and
Erik (Terri) Bloomington, daughter Judy, Omaha, Neb., stepson David (Jan) Petersen,
Naples, Fl. and stepdaughter Karen Erickson, Wheaton, and 10 grandchildren: Alexis,
Anna, Christian, Edward, Roland, Ruth, Brenda, Jim, Elizabeth and Erik.
He was preceded in death by his parents, his wife Ruth and brother Lyle.
Vern attended Trinity Lutheran Grade School and graduated from Bloomington High
School. He graduated from Illinois Wesleyan University in 1950 and was a member of Phi
Gamma Delta fraternity. His love for the Bloomington- Normal community began at a
young age, when he worked at the Miller Park peanut stand in grade school. During high
school and college, he sold advertising for the school newspapers.
From 1950 to 1952 he served in the U.S. Army, stationed in Italy, Austria and Germany.
After his military service he graduated from a lumber dealer short course at the University
of Washington. He was a manager and later owner of Corn Belt Lumber Co., where his
father preceded him as manager. In 1958, Vern discovered his true passion, developing
real estate. He developed his first residential subdivision (Brightview) in Normal. During
his career he developed more than 2,000 residential lots and commercial developments,
often with partners. Some of Vern’s developments in the Bloomington-Normal community
include North Park, Lincolnwood, Northgate, Northtown Industrial Park, Oakland Suburban
Heights, Washington East, Pleasant Hills East & North, College Hills Plaza & Mall, College

Hills South, Park Place, Parkshores, Lake Ridge, Old Farm Lakes and Wittenberg Woods.
He named many streets in Bloomington and Normal.
Outside of his passion for business, Vern was active in his local community. In 1967, Vern
worked with Harbor Hall and Tim Ives to prevent I-55 from being diverted to Peoria (the
“Kerner Curve” plan), allowing for Bloomington-Normal to become a central transportation
hub in Illinois. He loved to travel, especially to Europe, making friends everywhere he went
and sharing stories and many photos of his adventures with family and friends.
Vern served on the Bloomington City Council from 1961 to 1965. He voted to sell the city
electric plant and join Illinois Power, and to build Evergreen Lake, which became a second
source of water for Bloomington. He was a member of the McLean County Board and
served on the McLean County Republican Central Committee. He was a member of the
Young Men’s Club and was active with Bible Study Fellowship.
Vern was an active member of Trinity Lutheran Church and for many years, St. John’s
Lutheran Church.
Vern was a loving husband, father, grandfather and a lifelong and active member of the
community.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Kibler-Brady-Ruestman Memorial Home - March 12 at 11:27 AM

“

Dear Doris, Kurt, Eric, Judy and Familys, we are so sorry for your loss. Thanks for
all, Vern did for the hole family and the Reunios.
The pain goes and also the mourning. what remains is the light and life that he
brought to this world.
In remember of the Prenzlers and Kollweiers from Levern.
Hartmut & Monika

Hartmut Kollweier - March 17 at 04:40 AM

“

Our deepest sympathy is extended to the whole Prenzler family by the Hoffmans.
The Hoffmans and Prenzlers have many intertwined memories over the years. We
first got to know Vern when we were building our first home in Fleetwood. Corn Belt
provided the materials and we recall vividly sitdown sessions with Vern over
specifications, etc. Our friendship developed over the years and blossomed into our
children relating to each other in friendship. Vern was truly a community force, a man
with vision, and a great contributor to the quality of life we enjoy here today. We shall
miss his presence. Ernie and Jan Hoffman and sons Paul, Eric, Kurt, Drew and Ted.

Ernest Hoffman - March 16 at 03:54 PM

“

Ruth, and family I am sending you my sympathy loss of your Husband and father. He
was Person. May God give you comfort and His peace to you.
Susie Conlon

Susie Conlon - March 15 at 07:00 PM

“

My Uncle Vern is my hero.
When I was 20 my mother died over winter break in the second semester of my
junior year at ISU. I hadn't eaten hardly anything my first week back when my Uncle
Vern and Aunt Doris called to invite me to Olive Garden. I had met them only a few
times didnt know them well. It was one of the best meals I'd ever had.
They invited me over every week for a home cooked meal or to culver's and always
sent me home with bags of food. It was the highlight of my week. They talked with
me about everything I was going through and showed me love when I needed it so
desperately. I believe they saved my life. They took me to church and helped me
renew my faith and I was born again. They were always the first people I wanted to
call and celebrate with when ever I accomplished anything. It is a debt I can never
repay in a thousand lifetimes.
My Uncle Vern showed me and everyone he met a love and warmth I'd never seen
before. I wanted to be like him. When ever I meet someone in need I try and show
them the same love that my Uncle Vern showed me. My Uncle Vern is my hero and I
hope to honor his memory everyday of my life.

Billy Klauber - March 15 at 04:01 PM

“

“

What a beautiful tribute, Billy.
Susan Krueger - March 16 at 04:50 PM

Large Basket Garden was purchased for the family of Vernon P. Prenzler.

March 15 at 12:03 PM

“

Vern was a force of nature! His creativity, vision & energy were inspiring. His passion
and commitment to his community showed in all his developments. I was privileged
to work with Vern, Kurt & Erik back in the late 80's, early 90's in their construction &
development company. Not only did I learn alot about the construction, development
& real estate business - but I met & formed relationships with people that are still in
my life today. Vern was truly an inspiration and made a lasting impression on me. I
am truly honored to have known him. Sending love to Doris, Kurt, Erik, Judy - and
families.

Sharon Case-Walker
Sharon Case-Walker - March 15 at 08:52 AM

“

Erik, Terri and family, Deepest sympathy to you and your family on your Dad’s
passing.
He was a tremendous asset to the community for many years. It was a honor to have
known him.
Ruel and Judy Wright

Ruel Wright - March 14 at 05:03 PM

“

Vern was on my paper route back in the late 70s/ early 80s and was always one of
my nicest customer's. My condolences to Vern's family.

Dave - March 14 at 02:29 PM

“

Karin and Wolfgang Knop purchased the Beautiful Dreams for the family of Vernon P.
Prenzler.

Karin and Wolfgang Knop - March 14 at 07:26 AM

“

For many years, I worked for Vern's attorney, Frank Miles. Vern was one of our
favorite clients. He made a point of greeting everyone in the office by name and was
always friendly and pleasant. Around Christmas and Easter every year, he would
come in and hand out little thank you gifts to all the secretaries - usually adorable
little stuffed animals. He believed it was important to say thank you and show
appreciation. Needless to say, he always got great service! It was truly a pleasure to
know Vern and he set a wonderful example of how to treat others. He will be missed.
Nancy Lott

Nancy Lott - March 13 at 10:26 PM

“

The Klaubers are very sad to hear of Vern's passing. He was in many ways bigger
than life to us, always full of energy and always so positive on many levels. He was a
big encouragement to me on so many occasions and especially to my son Billy. After
his mother died, Vern and Doris meet him for dinner virtually every week and was
with us for his graduation dinner. I remember at my wedding in 1987 during the
rehearsal dinner when I barely knew Vern, that he served almost as the
entertainment with his incredible wit. It's hard to put feelings into words about such a
special human being. He lived his life well and we loved him.

Martin Klauber - March 13 at 04:29 PM

“

122 files added to the album Memories Album

Kibler-Brady-Ruestman Memorial Home - March 13 at 03:43 PM

“

Dear Doris and family, so sorry for your loss, may the Lord Bless you and keep you
during this time. We have many loving memories of Vern and know that he is with our
Lord and Saviour. Wish we could be there for the celebration of his life! And what a
life it was ! Love, Karen and Steve Weart

Karen L. Weart - March 13 at 03:26 PM

“

Martin, Bonnie, and Billy Klauber purchased the Full Of Love Bouquet for the family
of Vernon P. Prenzler.

Martin, Bonnie, and Billy Klauber - March 13 at 01:37 PM

“

Vern was a great friend of my late husband, Bill Vail. They grew up together near
Miller Park. Vern was also a wonderful mentor for my son when he was learning to
build houses in Bloomington as a high school student. Young Billl went on to become
a civil engineer.
The Vail family sends its condolences to all the Prenzler family.

Jacqueline Vail - March 13 at 12:58 PM

“

I am saddened by your families loss. I knew Mr. Prenzler from Young Mens Club. A
gentleman and so open and friendly. I will miss talking and seeing him. Don
Leventhal

Don Leventhal - March 13 at 11:33 AM

“

I met Vern on a hot hot day in August of 2002 at the quad of Illinois State. On a day
when it felt too hot to even be outside with a tshirt and shorts Vern was in a suit, with
the tie and must have been sweating bullets but nevertheless looked as dapper and
cool as the professional he was handing out Gideon Bibles. Unfortunately few
students were wise enough to receive them. At that time I did not know who he was
but was so very impressed by him on a miserably hot day.
And now he has joined as it relates in Hebrews 12 a great cloud of witnesses
cheering us all on in our race of faith looking towards Jesus the author and finisher of
our faith. Dave Milam

dave milam - March 13 at 11:12 AM

“

I'm so sorry to hear of the loss of your Father. My Mother, Clara Wagner worked for
your Dad and I remember going in to Corn Belt and he would always come out of his
office to say hello. I also remember your Mom, Ruth. She was a beautiful lady. I was
young but I still have memories of those visits. Please know that you were very
blessed to have such a wonderful Dad. I did run into him ringing the bell, I think at
Dicks and he remembered me. Made my day when he told me how much I looked
like my Mom. He was a good man. I wish you all peace knowing this. God Bless,
Carol Wagner

Carol Wagner - March 13 at 07:33 AM

“

A New Sunrise Spray was purchased for the family of Vernon P. Prenzler.

March 12 at 11:27 PM

“

God bless and keep you, Doris, and the families.
I have my sister-in-law's high school yearbook showing Vern selling those ads,
sports, graduation pictures, etc. Just looked at it the other day and noticed Vern in
many of the pictures.
Sincerely,
Velma Nordine and sons, George, John, and Richard

Velma N. Nordine - March 12 at 07:05 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Vernon P. Prenzler.

March 12 at 09:18 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Vernon P. Prenzler.

March 11 at 03:08 PM

